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commanding officer of the department, there to be kept during tho continuance of the war. Such an order was made by (Jen-eral Bnrnsidc, but it was subsequently modified by Air. Lincoln, who commuted the sentence of Vallandigham, and directed that he be scut within the Confederate lines. This was done within a fortnight after the court-martial. Vallandigham was sent to Tennessee, and, on tho 25th of May, was escorted by a small cavalry force to the Confederate lines near Murfrecsboro, and delivered to an Alabama regiment.
Vallandigham made a formal protest that he was within the Confederate lines by force, and against his will, and that he surrendered as a prisoner of war. His arrest for words spoken, and not for acts done, created great excitement throughout Ohio and the country. A public meeting was held in Now York on May 10, which denounced this action as illegal- as a stop towards revolution. The Democratic leaders of Ohio assumed tho same attitude, and made a vigorous protest to the President. It is not necessary to state this incident more fully. Nicolayand Hay, in their history of Lincoln, narrate fully the incidents connected with this arrest, and tho disposition of Val-hindigham. The letters of the President in reply to Governor Seymour, and to the meeting in Ohio, arc among the most interesting productions of Mr. Lincoln, lie doubted the legality of tho arrest. Tie quoted MIR provision of the constitution that tho privilege of tho writ of habeas corpus "should not be suspended unless, in cases of invasion or rebellion, the public safety may require it." He had suspended the privileges of that writ upon tho happening of contingencies stated in the constitution and, therefore, the commanding ollicer was justified in making the arrest, and ho did not deem it proper to interfere with the order of the commanding oflicer.
This incident was made more important whon, on the 1 fth of June, the Democratic convention of the State of Ohio met at Columbus and there formally nominated Vallandigham as the candidate of that party for Governor of Ohio. This presented directly to the people of that .state- the question of the legality and propriety of the arrest of Vallandigluim. The Republican party subsequently mot and nominated for governorJi-oval Grant had failed in his operations in Mississippi. rfvl X'iooker had boon dot'eated at Chanccllorsvillo, and Lee.
